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Principal’s foreword

	Introduction
	

	This report contains information on the events and performance of the school during 2008.  It provides the community with a comprehensive view of student and school outcomes for last year. 

Grandchester State School is a vibrant learning organisation, valuing students and their families. Our key goals for 2008 were to improve literacy and numeracy results. Key achievements for 2008 were also to improve our ICT infrastructure and purchase literacy resources to support our early years students. Also, at the end of each term we produce and distribute a flyer highlighting some of our activities to the broader community.  


	Future outlook
	

	Grandchester State School priorities for 2009 are:

· Continuing a focus on numeracy and literacy for all students - Implement strategies focusing on providing for the needs of Early Phase (P to Yr 3) and Middle Phase (Yr 4 to Yr 7) education. 

· Embedding the use of (Information Communication Technologies) ICT's across the school in creative, worthwhile and appropriate ways to maximise learning. 
· Planning and implementing whole school curriculum, assessment and reporting frameworks that reflect current pedagogy & curriculum programmes. 
· Promoting public confidence that Grandchester SS is a good school. Encourage continued parent/community participation in school activities.

	School Profile
	

	Grandchester State School is a small, state, co-educational school situated in the rural township of Grandchester, approximately 35 kilometres from Ipswich, just off the Rosewood-Laidley Road. The school has a total enrolment of 31 students, who are drawn from the township itself as well as surrounding properties. The students, ranging from Prep to Year 7, are organised into two multi-age classes. 


	Curriculum offerings
	

	Our distinctive curriculum offerings
· Smaller class sizes enable students to achieve their full potential.
· Experienced support staff assist with the implementation of individualised programs.
· Students have easy access to computers, with recently completed fully networked classrooms. Students use computers across most curriculum areas.
· Excellent facilities, including fully air-conditioned buildings, a multi-purpose court, a shaded adventure playground and undercover play areas, exist in a five-hectare natural bushland setting.

	Extra curricular activities 

· Students join with cluster schools to participate in a wide variety of sporting activities.
· Year 6 & 7 children access orientation and “Days of Excellence” programmes at the local secondary school, Laidley State High School.
· Interest and strength in the sporting arena is enhanced through continued participation in athletics, swimming, cross-country and ballgames competitions.
· Students perform in an annual concert for the community.
· Students participated in cluster Education Week Activities.
· Students march at the annual ANZAC day service in Grandchester.
· Whole School Camp each year.

· Participation in annual fundraising initiatives e.g. Golden Circle Fun Run

· Participation and promotion of the GIDGITS (Girls Into Doing Great Information Technology Society Club for girls.

· Participation and promotion of the BRATS Club (Boys Rocking at Technology Skills)

	How computers are used to assist learning 
At Grandchester State School ICT's are integrated in the curriculum. All computers are located within classrooms and are used in everyday lessons. Using groups and other strategies we are able to ensure all students have access to the use of ICT's for learning. The staff use interactive whiteboards as part of their classroom pedagogy and students use the internet, under supervision, to perform research into assignment topics. The use of digital cameras, webcams and video cameras provide students with real life skills and enhance the learning engagement. Students at Grandchester State School experience an excellent computer: student ratio. A GIDGITS Club for girls and is also run on weekly-basis, alternating each term with the BRATS Club.


	Social climate
	

	The small school environment allows all children to be treated in a very personal way. A family style atmosphere is fostered, and all staff are able to develop relationships with students throughout the school. Students co-operate well together, and build cross-age friendships. It is obvious that older students willingly assist and care for the younger students.  

2008 School Opinion Surveys indicated students, parents and staff of the school were happy with the social climate of the school:

Students – Are you safe at this school? (88.2% satisfaction)

Parents – Are you satisfied that your child is safe at this school? (69.3% satisfaction)
Staff – Staff and students respect each other in this school. (100% satisfaction)     


	Involving parents in their child’s education.
	

	Parents are encouraged to become involved in the life of the school through;

Attending P&C meetings;
Volunteering in the classroom;
Participating in fundraising activities;
Helping at working bees; and
Encouraging the students at sporting events.

A weekly newsletter informs parents of happenings in the school, and twice-yearly progress reports and interviews are offered to share information about student achievement. Our open-door policy encourages frequent and on-going communication.   


	Qualifications of all teachers 
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	Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development.
	

	· The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2008 was $3911.  

· The major professional development initiatives are as follows: 
- Staff ICT Pedagogical Licence

- Internal and Cluster Moderation Experience

· The involvement of the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2008 was 100 %. 

	Average staff attendance
	

	For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders the staff attendance rate was 96 % in 2008. 

	Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year.
	

	From the end of the 2007 school year, 100 % of staff were retained by the school for the entire 2008 school year. 


	Student attendance
	

	The average attendance rate as a percentage in 2008 was 92 %. 


Key outcomes 

	
	National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results - our reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy results for the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.


	Domain
	Measures
	Yr 3
	Yr 5
	Yr 7

	Reading
	Average score for the school
	340 
	492 
	480 

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	371.1
	466.1
	528.1

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	88 % 
	DW 
	DW 

	Writing
	Average score for the school
	349 
	465 
	531 

	
	Average score for Queensland
	391.8
	468.9
	522.7

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	75 % 
	DW 
	DW 

	Spelling
	Average score for the school
	326
	469
	500

	
	Average score for Queensland
	366.7
	462.0
	528.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	75 %
	DW
	DW

	Grammar and Punctuation
	Average score for the school
	342 
	495 
	483 

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	370.4
	476.6
	518.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	88 % 
	DW 
	DW 

	Numeracy
	Average score for the school
	353 
	489 
	487 

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	367.9
	458.2
	539.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100 % 
	DW 
	DW 


DW – Data Withheld. Due to a small cohort in this year level in 2008, results can not be published for privacy reasons.
	Results in the Year 2 Diagnostic Net
	

	
	Percentage of students not requiring additional support  

	
	

	Reading
	Due to a small cohort in this year level in 2008, results can not be published for privacy reasons. However, results reflect an excellent achievement by students in all 3 Year 2 Diagnostic Net areas.

	Writing
	

	Number
	


	Value added
	

	Due to the small cohorts in all year levels, diagnostic testing, both school-based and systemic, can vary dramatically from year to year. Overall results across all cohorts progressed at rate that could be expected or better in both Literacy and Numeracy. 


	Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school
	

	The majority of parents were happy with the performance and safety of the school environment in 2008.  84% of parents were satisfied that their children received a good education, and 61% of parents were satisfied that the school was a good school.  The students were also happy with the performance of the school; with 94% satisfied they are getting a good education from the school.  Staff satisfaction with the team spirit amongst the staff at the school was 87%. 
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